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Green Category - Commute riders 
7 days / 6 nights 

WELCOME 

Experience The Israeli Dessert in the best way possible. 

Being surrounded with fresh, open air, barren landscape 

and incredible rock formations, the dessert challenge is 

a truly inspiring cycling tour. Imagine a journey through 

the original pages of the bible, traveling your bodies 

through the prophetic hills of the Negev vastness, 

starting from the city of Jerusalem, the center of all 

religions, the perfect location for this incredible story to 

unfold before your eyes. 
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OVERVIEW 

ITINERARY OVERVIEW 

Day Activity Where Accomodation

1 Arrival day Tel Aviv/Jerusalem Mamila hotel, Jerusalem

2 Cycling & site visits Jerusalem to Dead Sea Le Meridian Dead Sea hotel

3 Rest Day The Dead Sea Le Meridian Dead Sea hotel

4 Cycling & site visits Dead Sea to Sde Boker Isrotel Beresheet, Mizpe Ramon

5 Cycling & site visits Mizpe Ramon to Mt. Harif Isrotel Beresheet, Mizpe Ramon

6 Cycling & site visits Mizpe Ramon to Eilat Le Meridian Eilat
7 Departure Back to Tel Aviv -  

CYCLING STAGES INFORMATION 

Stage 1 Rest Day Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4

Jerusalem to 

Dead Sea Rest Day

Dead Sea to Sde 

Boker

Mizpe Ramon to 

Mt. Harif

Mizpe Ramon to 

Eilat

Starting point Qumeran - Rotem Junction Mizpe Ramon Mizpe Ramon

Ending point Masada - Yeruham Harif Mt. Eilat

Distance (Km) 54 - 25 40 78

Start elevetion (m) -363 - 423 836 838

Max elevation (m) -252 - 609 993 858

Altitude gain (m) 348 - 286 339 504

Descent (m) -308 - -209 -203 -940

Site visits

 HaZofim Mt.

Qumeran

Ein Gedi  

Masada Yeruham -
Ramon crater 

observatory

Sites on the way Dead Sea - The Large crater Harif Mt. The Negev Desert

After ride activity - - Sde Boker
4X4 in Ramon 

crater
Camel ride
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PRE-TOUR INFORMATION 

ARRIVAL INFORMATION 

Á All international flights arrive at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv 

Á It is highly recommended arriving the day before the start day of the trip. If no flights are 

found the day before, arrival time should be no later than 12.00 AM  

Á Due to a tight schedule, if arriving past 12.00 AM, you will have to arrive to the scheduled 

starting point independently 

Á When arriving at Ben Gurion Airport, the best way to get to Tel Aviv is by Taxi. Please head 

to the main dispatcher to get a suitable cab to fit your suitcase and bicycle luggage. All taxis 

are compatible to carry a full size bicycle bag or box. 

WHERE TO STAY BEFORE AND AFTER THE TOUR 

We suggest that you arrive at least one day prior to the tour start, which will enable you to adjust 

to the time zone and minimize the risk of missing the tour start due to flight-related delays. Below 

is a list of recommended hotels in Tel Aviv to stay in before and after the tour, classified by their 

level and rates: 

Premium ɀ over 300$ per night 

Á Hilton Tel Aviv - Hotel in the heart of the esplanade, and the rooms face the sea, the 

swimming pool or the city of Tel Aviv. The hotel has restaurants, conference rooms, 

activities for children and a large spa with a workout gym facing the ocean, saunas and 

various treatments. Generally considered as the best hotel in Tel Aviv.  

234 HaYarkon St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5202222, Web: Hilton Tel Aviv.  

Á Dan Tel Aviv Hotel - Hotel rooms face the sea, an internal courtyard or the city. The suites 

offer a well-equipped living area and access to the business lounge. The hotel spa offers a 

variety of treatments and equipment, as well as a gym. The hotel has both an indoor heated 

pool and a seawater pool. King David Crown Lounge: Private guests lounge serving 

refreshments throughout the day. All Suites have free use of the King David Crown Lounge. 

99 HaYarkon St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5202525, Web: Dan Tel Aviv  

Á David InterContinental Tel Aviv ɀ Overlooking the Mediterranean the David 

Intercontinental is the quintessence of cosmopolitan luxury. The hotel offers 555 guest 

rooms, including the Royal and Presidential suites, 39 superb suites and 150 Club 

InterContinental rooms. Each commands an incredible panoramic view of the 

Mediterranean. All rooms feature individually controlled air-conditioning, remote 

controlled TV with movie channels, mini bar and a spacious private bathroom outfitted in 

Italian marble.  

12 Kaufman St., Tel-Aviv-Yafo , +972-(0)-3-795111  Web: David InterContinental Tel-Aviv  
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http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/TLVHITW-Hilton-Tel-Aviv-/index.do
http://www.danhotels.com/danSite/eng/hotelHomepage.asp?hotelNo=1
http://www.intercontinental.com/telaviv
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Mid-range ɀ 200- 300$ per night 

Á Park Plaza Orchid Tel Aviv - The hotel overlooks the breathtaking views of the lively 

boardwalk, white sand beaches and blue sea. The hotel has 182 state-of-the-art rooms and 

suites overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, the marina and old Jaffa. Park Plaza Orchid Tel 

Aviv is located at Á ×ÁÌËÉÎÇ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÆÒÏÍ 4ÅÌ !ÖÉÖȭÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓȟ Á 

ÖÁÒÉÅÔÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔÓȟ ÃÁÆÅÓȟ ÓÈÏÐÐÉÎÇ ÃÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȭÓ ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ 

centers.  

79 HaYarkon St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5197111, Web: Park Plaza Orchidea Tel Aviv.   

Á Crown Plaza Hotel - Rooms in the 18-storey Holiday Inn Crown Plaza face the sea, and 

there is direct access to the beach from the hotel. The hotel has a health club that includes a 

sauna, whirlpool and fitness room that are available for an additional charge, a business 

lounge, business center, and two restaurants.  

145 HaYarkon St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5201111, Crown Plaza ,Tel Aviv.  

Á Prima Tel Aviv - The hotel is situated on the Tel Aviv beach within walking distance from 

shopping and entertainment centers. The hotel is designed for business people and offers 

events halls, convention rooms, and sound system and audio-visual equipment. 105 Ha-

HaYarkon St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5206666, web: Prima Tel-Aviv. 

Budget ɀ 100-200$ per night 

Á Metropolitan Hotel - The established Metropolitan hotel offers 218 rooms and 10 suites. 

Adjacent to the hotel is the recently completed Metropolitan Suites hotel, designed mainly 

for business travelers. The hotel features a convention center, fitness room and more.  

11 Trumpeldor St., Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5192727, web: Hotel Metropolitan  

Á Tal Hotel - Adjacent to the recently renovated port which has become the trendy 

ÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔ ÃÅÎÔÅÒ ÏÆ 4ÅÌ !ÖÉÖȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ 4ÅÌ !ÖÉÖȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÌÅÇÅÎÄÁÒÙ ÂÅÁÃÈȟ ÔÈÅ ρςπ-

room Tal Hotel is surrounded by the best restaurants and entertainment in the city.  

287 Hayarkon St., Tel Aviv, +972-(0)-3-5425500, web: Tal Hotel  

Á Cinema Hotel - Very centrally located on Dizengoff Square. Extremely cool exterior and 

interior design. Friendly staff. The building was constructed in 1930, in the best tradition of 

the Bauhaus style, as the Esther Cinema - one of the first theaters of Tel Aviv. The building 

was recently restored and renovated to become an elegant and unique hotel. As an historic 

building, they preserved the characteristic exterior and, amongst others, the beautiful, 

original staircase and chandeliers.  

1 Zamenhoff St., Dizengoff Circle, Tel Aviv-Yafo, +972-(0)-3-5266100, Cinema hotel. 

 

We will pick you up from your hotel and drop you back at the beginning and the end of the 

tour, so please make sure to notify us where you will be staying once you make your 

reservations.  
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http://www.orchidplaza.co.il/
http://www.orchidplaza.co.il/
http://www.orchidplaza.co.il/
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/6c/475/iw/hd/tlvil?crUrl=/h/d/6c/475/iw/hotelsearchresults&rpb=hotel&_requestid=34038
http://www.prima.co.il/
http://www.hotelmetropolitan.co.il/
http://www.atlas.co.il/tal-hotel-tel-aviv/
http://www.atlas.co.il/cinema-hotel-tel-aviv/
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WHAT TO DO WITH A DAY IN TEL-AVIV  

Between your arrival and the start of the tour is a great time to explore Tel Aviv. Here are a few 

recommendations for your time in the city before and after the tour: 

Á Beaches - One of the greatest things about Tel Aviv is its proximity  to the Mediterranean 

Sea. From May to September, Tel Aviv's beaches attract thousands of bathers from Israel 

and abroad. 

Á Old Jaffa - Walk through the picturesque neighborhood and absorb its unique charm. Old 

Jaffa, with the Old Port, the markets, restaurants and the unique atmosphere, is a real 

delight. Some claim that Jaffa could still do with some renovation, but its charm prevails. 

Enjoy the flea market, museums, galleries and beautiful old port in Jaffa. 

Á Tel Aviv Nightlife  - Explore Tel Aviv's famous and infamous Nightlife spots. The nightlife 

scene in Tel Aviv is famous across the globe. 

Á Neve Tzedek ï Visit the museums, shops and restaurants in one of the most 

beautiful neighborhoods in Tel Aviv.  

Á Tel Aviv Museum of Art  - One of the biggest museums in Israel, Tel Aviv Museum of 

Art  holds a wide selection of works and offers an interesting representation of Israeli art 

and culture. 

Á The Carmel Market  - Enjoy the hustle bustle of Tel Aviv's most vibrant market. The 

Carmel Market is Tel Aviv's largest food and vegetable market. Visit this charming place to 

buy fresh food, try some local specialties and enjoy Tel Aviv's bustling culinary culture. 
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http://www.telavivguide.net/Attractions/Neighborhoods/Neve_Tzedek_2005091335/
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TOUR ITINERARY 

DAY 1 ɀ MEETING AND PREPARATIONS 

Á 13:00 ɀ pick up start time from all hotels. Please provide us with information about where 

you're staying in advance and be in the lobby from 13.00 until a Genesis Cycling crew 

member will pick you up.  

Á 14:00 ɀ pick up at Ben Gurion Airport for all travelers arriving on the first day of the trip.  

Á After collecting everyone, we will head over to our hotel for the night and we'll begin our 

trip the following day. 

Á During dinner, the bikes will be professionally assembled by a Genesis Cycling mechanic, 

and an introduction with the Genesis Cycling tour guides, plus a rundown of the upcoming 

week will be made.  

 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Mamila Jerusalem  +972-2-5482222 

Website: http://www.mamillahotel.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

T
O

U
R

 I
T

IN
E

R
A

R
Y

 



 
 

 

 

Desert Challenge 
Premium accommodations 
Green Category - Commute riders 
7 days / 6 nights 

DAY 2 ɀ JERUSALEM TO DEAD SEA 

,ÅÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ÏÆ *ÅÒÕÓÁÌÅÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ ÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÏÒÄÅÒÓ ÍÕÓÔ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙ Á ÓÔÏÐ ÁÔ Ȱ(ÁÒ (ÁÚÏÆÉÍȱ, to 

receive the same view travelers from the north received when visited the meaningful, inspiring 

walls. This scenic view point seats at 826m above sea level, approximately 100m above the city 

itself, provides the most detailed look over the city from afar. After inhaling the views and storing 

them in a safe place, we will begin our 1240m drop in elevation to the lowest place of the journey, 

and also the lowest place on earth, the famous Dead Sea. Our decent will hit the northern coast of 

the Sea, which will be the opening point of our beautiful ÃÏÁÓÔÁÌ ÒÉÄÅ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ 

greatest jewels. There is no better way of seeing the Dead Sea than on the saddle of a bike. Its deep 

blue color along with bright white, salt made shores provides breathtaking sights that will enrich 

all your senses. Traveling south, we will pass through the heroic, historical Masada, the great 

ÆÏÒÔÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÏÌÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÃ ÆÌÁÍÅ ÏÆ ȰÔÈÅ ÆÅ× ÖÅÒÓÕÓ ÍÁÎÙȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÕÎ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇÎÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÆÁÌÌ 

without a fight. Along the route, we will enjoy a mostly flat ride, which will deliver us with a gentle 

touch to our hotel, apart from one 3k climb along the coast which will remind us all that we are 

still using our legs for propulsion. We will then continue along the coast until we reach our hotel 

at the touristic resort of the Dead Sea, where you will be able to relax your bodies in the 

therapeutic marvels of the magical water and soil of the Dead Sea.  

 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Le Meridian - Dead Sea Dead Sea +972-8-6591234 

Website: http://www.fattal-hotels.com/HotelLtr.aspx?ResortID=7&LangID=2 
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http://www.fattal-hotels.com/HotelLtr.aspx?ResortID=7&LangID=2
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DAY 3 ɀ REST DAY - THE DEAD SEA  

A magical place which cannot be compared to no other. Try to imagine what it would be like to drop 

down into the bottom of the earth, where a mash of blue water and white yellow stone covered in white 

salt completely surrounds you. This is what you can expect when arriving at the Dead Sea. 

During your recovery day your body will need to replenish itself with all the vital minerals it had lost 

during the rides. The Dead Sea is well known for the abundance of natural minerals and soothing salty 

water, that are the perfect mixture for your body to relax in. "Walking on Air", is the best way of 

describing the sensation of bathing in the salty waters, while in between dips, covering your skin with 

black, nurturing mud to cleanse your layers and relieve yourself of the week's efforts. 

After enjoying a relaxing day at the sea, a guided tour will take you over to one of history's most known 

stories, the story of Masada. This graceful, silent, UNESCO world heritage, Mesa top fortress, tells the 

story of few vs many, the Jewish Sicarii vs the Romans who fought till the very end, until the final 

decision to not be taken in captivity, but rather be taken by the power of their own sword instead. This 

history lesson is one to cherish and a must for all to see.  

 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Le Meridian - Dead Sea Dead Sea +972-8-6591234 

Website: http://www.fattal-hotels.com/HotelLtr.aspx?ResortID=7&LangID=2 
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http://www.fattal-hotels.com/HotelLtr.aspx?ResortID=7&LangID=2
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DAY 4 ɀ THE DEAD SEA TO SEDE BOKER 

We will meet at the lobby of the hotel at the TOD and drive with the vans for 30 minutes to our 

ride starting point. Starting with a nice van ride to the midway point of the climb to Arad, enjoying 

the natural beauty of the Dead Sea as we climb, we will begin our ride at a nice descending road, 

which will ease us through a the beautiful dessert, through the geological marvle known as the 

"Large Crater". After reaching the bottom of the descent we will begin our challenge for the day, 

the climb to Yeruham. This 6k climb is a "step by step" type climb that gets harder as you climb 

higher. The climb ends at the city of Yeruham, where an authentic, three course meal will be 

provided by a local Israeli family. After enjoying the authentic plates, we will ride the vans for 30 

minutes to one of the special spots in the Negev, Sede Boker. Known as the residential place of 

$ÁÖÉÄ "ÅÎ 'ÕÒÉÏÎȟ )ÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÐÒÉÍÅ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȟ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏ ÅÎÄ Á ÐÅÒÆÅÃÔ ÄÁÙȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ 

ride, park, and walk towards the breath taking view point of Sede Boker and the burial place of 

David Ben Gurion and his wife Paula. 

 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Beresheet Mizpe Ramon +972-8-6598000 

Website: http://www.isrotelexclusivecollection.com/beresheet/  
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DAY 5 ɀ MIZPE RAMON TO HARIF MOUNTAIN 

Starting from the hotel, we will enjoy a relatively short trip to Mt. Harif. Exiting Mizpe Ramon, we 

will head westwards towards the overlooking view point at the top of Mt. Harif, which looks over 

at the Egyptian Israeli Border, with the wonderful views of the Sinai Dessert. According to the 

Jewish tradition the peninsula was crossed by the Israelites during The Exodus from Egypt as 

detailed in the Hebrew Bible. This included numerous halts over a 40 year period of travel in AM 

2448 (1313 BCE) in the Jewish tradition. After enjoying the views and dessert air, we will head 

back to our hotel on an amazing 4X4 trip through the crater and enjoy a long relaxing afternoon at 

one of the most spectacular locations in Israel with authentic dessert style hospitality and dining.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Beresheet Mizpe Ramon +972-8-6598000 

Website: http://www.isrotelexclusivecollection.com/beresheet/  
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DAY 6 ɀ MIZPE RAMON TO EILAT 

This is the ultimate dessert ride. Starting from the hotel at Mizpe Ramon, we will descend down 

into Machtesh Ramon, one of the most unique geological forms in the world, and ride through the 

beautiful hills of the Negev Dessert. Diving head first into the vast captivating greatness, you will 

experience a feeling you've never felt before. The clean air, absolute silence and enormous rock 

formations, you will truly  feel as you are a part of something bigger. A place where time receives a 

new meaning and the virtue of becoming one with nature is magnified. This is the party piece of 

Israel, its Genesis cover letter, the place where everything becomes insignificant and meaningful 

at the same time. We will ride through the dessert towards our final destination at the peak of 

Shaharot, a dessert settlement of a selected few, which took on the challenge and decided to live in 

one of the harshest places on earth. They have managed to survive and even call it home. After 

arriving at Shaharot, we will get inside the vans and drive to our final destination, the city of Eilat, 

one of IÓÒÁÅÌȭÓ ÂÉÇÇÅÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔÉÃ ÃÉÔÉÅÓȢ In Eilat you will be able to relax and recap on all the 

Genesis Cycling experience, in one of the best hotel city Israel has to offer. From that point, when 

all biking is done, put on your party pants and get the party started! 

 

 

 

 

 

HOTEL 
Royal Beach Eilat +972-8-6368888 

Website: http://www.isrotelexclusivecollection.com/royal_beach/  
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CONCLUSION OF THE TOUR 

Á The tour ends at Eilat 

Á The final day of the trip is your time to wander off and use the time for shopping, walking 

around, enjoying the sun and the beach. Basically some no physical active type vacation 

Á On the final day we will fly back to Tel Aviv. The flight time will be around noon from the 

Eilat national Airport    

Á Ben Gurion Airport is the final destination. Farewell will be at Ben Gurion Airport where 

you will be sent off home with memories for a lifetime. Travelers wishing to attend a 

different location other than Ben Gurion Airport, are responsible for personal transport 

from their  final destination to Ben Gurion Airport 

Á The bikes will be taken away by the mechanic and will be packed and ready for your check 

in for your flight back at Ben Gurion Airport 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T
O

U
R

 I
T

IN
E

R
A

R
Y

 



 
 

 

 

Desert Challenge 
Premium accommodations 
Green Category - Commute riders 
7 days / 6 nights 

NEXT STEPS UNTIL THE START OF THE TOUR 

Á After selecting Genesis Cycling as your trip organizer, one of our representatives will 

contact you directly 

Á Upon your trip selection, you are responsible for a 30% payment of your total trip cost to 

ensure your registration 

Á After completing your registration please book your hotels before and after the trip. For a 

selection of recommended hotels in the Tel Aviv area please review "Where to stay before 

and after the tour"  section 

Á Between the time of the trip selection and initial registration, until the actual start day, we 

will send you up to date information concerning the trip. Your group will receive an online 

group link to view updates and stay tuned 

Á If the trip option you have selected is "open" (meaning an open to all group trip), we 

recommend NOT to book flight tickets 60 days prior the trip start time to prevent 

cancellation issues.  

Á The balance payment should be paid no later than 45 days prior the start day of the tour  

Á 14 days prior to the trip start day, we will send you and your group an updated 

information document which will provide you with exact meeting times and locations, 

weather information, news, etc. 
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SERVICES 

WHAT IS INCLUDED 

Á All hotel accommodation 

Á All meals, except of lunch on the rest days 

Á Services of Genesis Cycling guides and support van 

Á Full vehicle escort is provided throughout all stages 

Á Energy snacks and isotonic beverages during the riding stages 

Á A full time professional mechanic will be accompanying us during all riding stages 

Á All special activities before and after stages 

Á All transportation from rendezvous to drop-off 

Á All baggage transportation 

Á All gratuities for baggage and porters 

 

BICYCLE SERVICES 

The Genesis Cycling crew includes a professional mechanic, and we are ready and equipped with 

full mechanical support for any possible incident at any given moment. This service includes 

assembling and packaging your bicycle, parts replacement and on-site support, and if needed a 

fleet of high end rental bikes. 

NOT INCLUDED 

Á Travel insurance 

Á Tips for local staff (tour guides, mechanics) 

Á Miscellaneous personal expenses 

Á Bicycle component replacement  

 

ADDITIONAL SERVICES 

Airport pick up   

On the day of your arrival we will set an exact time for you and your group to meet together at a 

designated location. If you wish to be picked up directly from the Ben Gurion International 

Airport, we would organize a personal pick up for an additional fee. The pickup will meet you in 

the arrivals hall and will bring you directly to your hotel. 

Pick up service price:  100 NIS 
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Photography and Video Services  

With the amount of places you'll be seeing, and such a large diversity in landscape and sights, it is 

best to give someone else the camera while you concentrate on the road ahead. We offer two 

options for making your tour memorable experience that can be shared. These two options can be 

chosen together or separately: 

1. A professional still camera photographer who will accompany the group and will produce a 

digital photo album for every participant.  

Daily Service price: 550 USD 

2. A professional video man who will accompany the group and will produce a tour video for 

you to share on Facebook and other social networks. 

Daily Service price: xxx USD  

Massage Therapy 

Relax, recover and enjoy a professional massage after a day in the saddle. This is a wonderful way 

of rejuvenating the body, getting it ready for the next day's challenge. 

In most of the hotels we will be staying at, this service is available at the spa services of the hotel. 

Prices vary according to each hotel as it is recommended to let us know where and when do you 

wish to order this service so we will make sure the availability at the hotel.  

Where this service is not available at the hotel, we offer our own masseur to arrive at the hotel to 

treat your aching muscles.  

Prices for this service varies according to location and range between 70-90 USD per treatment. 

Bike Rental  

Flying across the globe, wanting to enjoy your vacation without worrying about the safety of your 

bike and equipment on the planes, or if you don't own a road or MTB and would like to get one 

when you arrive, we have the perfect solution for you. Our bike rental service offers top quality 

bikes fitting every size and suitable to all courses and terrains. As cyclists we know the 

importance of a perfectly suited and well equipped bike. This is why offer only of high quality 

bikes that wouldn't fall from those you have back home or even will give a chance to ride a bike 

like the pros'. 

Rental fee: 400 USD     
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